
 

This constitutes an unofficial and courtesy translation into English of “INDUSTRIAL & PUBLIC AI 
(ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE) CHALLENGE: AVVISO PUBBLICO DI SELEZIONE STUDENTI E 
STUDENTESSE- Prot. HITF-21 05 2026-0000478” for the sole purpose of making it easier for 
interested parties to read. The HIT Foundation neither assumes nor accepts any responsibility for 
the accuracy of the translation. The Italian text shall prevail in the event of any discrepancy or 
omission with respect to the English text. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

INDUSTRIAL & PUBLIC AI (ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE) CHALLENGE: 
PUBLIC SELECTION NOTICE FOR STUDENTS 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The Industrial & Public AI Challenge (hereinafter, "Initiative") is an initiative of advanced 
training and promotion of Trentino research dedicated to university students and 
researchers. It is promoted by Fondazione Hub Innovazione Trentino (hereinafter, "HIT") 
and carried out in collaboration with the University of Trento, the Bruno Kessler 
Foundation, Trentino Sviluppo S.p.A., Confindustria Trento (within the framework of the 
Digital Innovation Hub Trentino–Alto Adige/Südtirol) and the Autonomous Province of 
Trento – PAT. 

The Initiative has dissemination, educational, and training purposes. The main objective 
is to foster the development of technology transfer activities and collaborations between 
researchers and companies or public administrations, in an open innovation context: 

● enabling companies and public administrations to learn about the benefits of 
using methodologies for the analysis and optimization of industrial production 
processes and related products, as well as for decision-making and service 
processes in the public sector, through the application of artificial intelligence 
technologies. 

● enabling university students to master such methodologies by applying them to 
real-world industrial and public problems and challenges, thereby improving their 
preparation (Challenge-Based Learning); 

● offering professors and researchers an opportunity to transfer their knowledge 
and technological know-how. 

Specifically, the Initiative allows participating companies and public administrations 
(hereinafter, “Challenge owners”) to benefit from activities such as data analysis, 
production of advanced statistics, development of predictive models, and the drafting 
of guidelines for the adoption of data-driven solutions for the planning and optimization 
of production processes and public services based on artificial intelligence technologies. 

The activities of the Initiative are mainly carried out by students, PhD candidates, and 
young researchers from the University of Trento with expertise in the described 
technologies and methodologies (hereinafter, "Solver"): they will work in teams to 
analyze and propose solutions to problems or objectives of exploration of opportunities 



 

presented by the participating companies and public administrations (of hereinafter, 
"Challenges"). The Solver teams will be supported by professional mentors (professors, 
researchers, staff from startups and companies – hereinafter, “Mentors”). 

Specifically, by way of example, we mean: 

● Challenges: each Challenge selected in the Initiative will be proposed by either a 
company (“Industrial AI Challenge” type), or a public administration (“Public AI 
Challenge” type), as follows: 

o Industrial AI Challenges: business objectives related to the collection and 
exploitation of large amounts of data from industrial and production 
processes, with the goal of improving business performance, in the 
following exemplary (but not exhaustive) areas of industrial innovation 
(hereinafter,  “Areas”): (1) logistics and supply chain; (2) production planning; 
(3) predictive maintenance; (4) component status verification; (5) quality 
control and Statistical Process Control (SPC); (6) robotics and automation; 
(7) energy efficiency.  

o Public AI Challenges: Improvements in performance, optimization, and 
forecasting of events related to the organization and provision of public 
services and procedures in sectors such as:  (1) cultural heritage 
management (e.g. automated analysis of images and texts); (2) weather 
forecasting (detection of sensor anomalies in meteorological data); (3) 
education (optimisation of available resources and needs); (4) tourism 
(forecasting future tourist flows); (5) health (automated analysis of images 
and other data); (6) energy, resources and the environment (prediction of 
water abstraction); (7) social services (planning of social care services); (8) 
environment, resources and land use (optimisation of planning for 
interventions in environmental and land resources); (9) climate change 
mitigation and adaptation.  

● Activities: use of methodologies and techniques for studying production 
processes and analyzing large volumes of data aimed at producing intelligent 
systems and predictive models to support decision-making processes in 
companies and public administrations. Specifically, the Activities may involve 
Solvers in the execution of the following tasks: scoping the Challenge together 
with the Challenge owner and Mentors (defining objectives and expected 
outcomes); analyzing and assessing the quantity and quality of available data; 
visiting production facilities or offices to observe production processes, involved 
machinery, and the context of the Challenge; analyzing the involved production 
processes; analyzing existing data; creating databases, including on cloud services 
and virtual machines; supporting data acquisition; data cleaning; integrating 
third-party data; data pre-processing; extracting relevant features; data analysis 
using advanced statistical methods; machine learning; developing predictive 
models; providing feedback and reporting to companies and organizers; 



 

producing suggestions and guidelines for improving data and processes for the 
Challenge owner. 

ART. 1 – SUBJECT OF NOTICE  

The purpose of this Notice is to select undergraduate and graduate students, PhD 
candidates, as well as recent graduates (up to 18 months from the date of their most 
recent academic degree), who will have access to the Industrial & Public AI Challenge as 
a Solver. 

ART. 2 – CONDUCT OF THE INITIATIVE  

The Challenge foresees that multidisciplinary groups of Solvers (hereinafter, “Teams”) will 
work in parallel over a period of approximately two months to carry out the 
aforementioned Activities on the selected Challenges.  

For each Challenge, there will be one or more dedicated Teams, which will work 
independently, although supported by a Mentor who will assist them in performing the 
Activities and in the production of a short final report containing solutions for tackling 
the matched Challenge (hereinafter, "Results"). The selection of Solvers, the creation of 
the Teams, and their training will be conducted by HIT, in coordination with the partners 
of the initiative. 

The Initiative will be organized according to the following schedule: 

• Kick-off meeting (KOM): Monday, 28 September 2026 for the Industrial AI 
Challenge and Tuesday 29 September 2026 for the Public AI Challenge. The 
events will include team-building activities and the presentation of the 
Challenges to the Solver groups by the Challenge Owners.  

• Execution of Activities: approximately 11 weeks during which the Teams will carry 
out the above-mentioned activities independently, in collaboration with the 
selected Challenge owners, and with the support of expert Mentors. The phases 
of the Initiative and the Activities to be performed during the 11 weeks may vary 
depending on the type of assigned Challenge. Overall, the Initiative is estimated 
to require approximately 75 hours of commitment per student, including training 
sessions, the kick-off meeting, the final event, meetings with companies or public 
administrations, visits, and both group and individual work. 

• Progress meeting – end of October 2026: an in-person meeting will be held at 
the Department of Information Engineering and Computer Science, Via 
Sommarive 9, Povo, Trento. During the meeting, the Teams will briefly present the 
progress of their activities, with particular focus on the definition of the problem 
and the analysis of the relevant organizational context. 

• Final public event: the Teams will present the Results in a private session to the 
participating companies and pa and, subsequently, in an abbreviated version 
without confidential content, during a public event. The event will take place on 



 

Tuesday, 15 December 2026 (afternoon) for the Industrial AI Challenge, and on 
Thursday, 17 December 2026 (morning) for the Public AI Challenge. 

For organizational reasons, the Foundation reserves the right to change the dates listed 
above, provided that it gives timely notice, without prejudice to the overall timeframe 
set for the activities. 

At the conclusion of the public presentation, a Commission of experts appointed by HIT 
assess the Results presented by each Solver Team. The Committee’s decision shall be 
final and not subject to appeal. A ranking will be drawn up based on the following 
criteria: 

● Criterion 1: ability to carry out the Activities correctly (from 1 to 5 points). 
● Criterion 2: completeness and maturity of the Results produced (from 1 to 5 

points). 
● Criterion 3: innovativeness of the Results produced (from 1 to 5 points). 
● Criterion 4: potential business impact of the Results produced (from 1 to 5 points). 
● Criterion 5: effectiveness of the Results presentation (from 1 to 5 points). 

The final evaluation score for each Result will be calculated as the sum of the points 
assigned to the above criteria, multiplied by a Challenge difficulty coefficient, which will 
be defined by the Commission evaluating the Results.  

The Commission will evaluate the results of the Industrial AI Challenge and the Public AI 
Challenge separately, establishing two distinct rankings. For each ranking, every 
member of the Team that achieves the highest overall score will receive a monetary prize 
of €400.00, to be disbursed by HIT. The amount is net of any applicable withholding tax. 
In the event of a tie, the Solver Team with the highest score in the first criterion will 
prevail, following the order of criteria from 1 onward. 

HIT reserves the right to amend the above provision at its sole and unquestionable 
discretion.  

ART. 3 – APPLICATION AND SUBMISSION PROCEDURES 

Students interested in participating in the Industrial & Public AI Challenge must 
complete the application form available at 
https://www.trentinoinnovation.eu/en/innovate/innovation-tools/ai-challenge/ai-
challenge-for-students/ and send their curriculum vitae to the address indicated in the 
form no later than June 19, 2026, at 11:59 p.m. CEST. Applications submitted after the 
specified deadline or with an incomplete form will be deemed inadmissible, even in 
cases where failure to submit or delay in submitting the application is due to force 
majeure, unforeseeable events, or third-party actions.  

HIT reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to amend, suspend, extend, revoke, or 
discontinue this procedure at any time, should it deem it necessary or appropriate. 

ART. 4 – EVALUATION AND SELECTION PROCEDURES 

https://www.trentinoinnovation.eu/en/innovate/innovation-tools/ai-challenge/ai-challenge-for-students/
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A Commission appointed by HIT will evaluate the applications based on the eligibility 
and suitability criteria as defined below.  

The eligibility criteria (A) for participation in the Initiative as a Solver are as follows: 

1. Complete submission of the Application Form available at the web address 
specified in Article 3 of this notice, in accordance with the instructions provided 
therein. The submission must be followed by sending the curriculum vitae within 
the stated deadline. 

2. Being enrolled at the University of Trento as a student or PhD candidate or having 
obtained a degree from the same university within 18 months prior to the Initiative 
kick-off. 

The suitability criteria (B) are as follows: 

1. Having already attended or currently attending courses in which methodologies 
and techniques relevant to the Activities have been addressed (1 to 5 points). 

2. Having previously carried out the Activities by applying them during curricular 
initiatives (assignments, project works, internships, theses), extracurricular 
initiatives (hackathons, innovation challenges, contests, etc.), or work experiences 
(1 to 5 points). 

3. Having gained work or volunteer experience, even if unrelated to the Activities (1 
to 5 points). 

4. Demonstrating convincing motivation in support of the application (1 to 5 points). 
 

To be deemed suitable, candidates must achieve a minimum score of 12.  

Once the ranking is finalized, the Commission reserves the right to contact the most 
qualified suitable candidates. In the event of a tie, the application submitted earlier will 
be given priority. It is understood that the Commission will select a number of suitable 
candidates consistent with the number of Challenges proposed for the Initiative.  

By June 30, 2026, candidates will be notified of the selection results by email.  

Within 7 days of receiving this communication, the selected candidates must confirm 
their participation in the Initiative by sending an e-mail to ai-
challenge@trentinoinnovation.eu. Failure to confirm will result in HIT offering 
participation in the Initiative to the next eligible candidate on the list. At the end of the 
process, the names of the selected candidates will be published on the Initiative’s official 
webpage. 

ART. 5 – CONNECTION WITH EXISTING UNIVERSITY COURSES AND RECOGNITION OF 
CREDITS ECTS 

All Solvers who complete the Initiative will receive a certificate of participation issued by 
HIT. Students enrolled in degree programs of the Department of Information 
Engineering and Computer Science (DISI) at the University of Trento who complete the 
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Initiative and have included the activity in their study plan will be awarded 3 university 
educational credits (CFU) of type F. Other departments at the University of Trento may 
similarly award credits to their students who have completed the Initiative, subject to 
agreements reached with HIT as the project progresses. 

To maximize both the impact and feasibility for all participants, the Initiative (particularly 
the Industrial AI Challenge) has been designed in close synergy with the course “AI for 
Innovation” (Master in Artificial Intelligence Systems, DISI) offered by the University of 
Trento. Students who have this course in their study plan will be automatically and 
formally considered participants in the Industrial AI Challenge, thereby accepting the 
terms and conditions set forth in this Notice. Participation of such students is not subject 
to the application and selection procedures described in Article 4 of this Notice and is 
permitted at any point during the Initiative. Additional CFU credits may be granted to 
students enrolled in these courses upon completion of the Initiative. 

For further details on this matter, interested students are advised to contact the course 
coordinator: Prof. Marco Formentini (“AI for Innovation”, DISI – 
marco.formentini@unitn.it). 

ART. 6 – CONFIDENTIALITY 

The Solver undertakes to keep the data and information concerning selected Challenges 
confidential, except for the following data and information, which may be freely 
disclosed in connection with the promotion needs of the Initiative: Challenge owner 
name, website URL, industry sector, a brief description of the activity, name of the 
Challenge. Furthermore, the Solver also undertakes to keep the Results confidential and 
not to disclose them in any way and any form, without prejudice to the different written 
consent, even partial, of the concerned Challenge owner. This confidentiality bond 
remains for three (3) years from the start date of the Competition. 

However, the Challenge owner undertakes to allow the Solvers to be able to present in 
public, at the end of the Competition (at the final event of the Initiative, and during any 
presentations to the participants of the connected Courses), some non-confidential 
information, to be agreed, regarding the Challenge, the Activities carried out, and the 
Results. Such information and data will be agreed upon in advance between the 
Challenge owner and the Solvers. 

ART. 7 – INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 

The intellectual property rights of the Results will belong to the Challenge owner, 
without prejudice to the right of the Solvers to be recognized as authors or inventors. 

By participating in the Initiative, Challenge owners in any case authorize Solvers to: 

● mention their participation in the Initiative, making express reference to the name 
of the Challenge and to the Challenge owner for which they carried out the 
Activities. 
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● use part of the Results (not containing confidential material, to be agreed) to 
make public presentations during events, courses, and initiatives related to the 
Challenge, for educational and dissemination purposes, at the end of the Initiative. 

ART. 8 – ABSENCE OF GUARANTEES. EXEMPTION OF LIABILITY 

The Results are presented by the Solvers and accepted by the Challenge owner "as is". 
Neither HIT nor the Solvers make any representations or warranties that the Results (i) 
are of a particular technical quality; (ii) are fit for a particular purpose; (iii) do not violate 
the rights of third parties or juridically protected subjective positions. 

Neither HIT nor the Solvers assume any responsibility for the correctness, validity, 
originality, and quality of the Results, which will be considered in complete autonomy by 
the Challenge owner. 

The participating Challenge owners expressly exempt HIT and the Solvers from any 
direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, punitive, or moral damage resulting from 
participation in the Initiative or from the use of the Results. 

The Solvers, by submitting their candidacy, expressly exonerate HIT and the Challenge 
owners, and the Initiative partners from any direct, indirect, incidental, consequential, 
punitive, or moral damage resulting from participation in the Initiative or from the use 
of the Results. 

ART. 9 – PROCESSING OF PERSONAL DATA 

In accordance with Article 13 of GDPR 2016/679, please be informed that all data obtained 
by HIT in the course of the procedure outlined in this Notice will be used exclusively for 
the stated purposes and will be processed using information systems in full compliance 
with the aforementioned regulations. 

The data will not be disclosed or shared with third parties. The data controller is HIT, 
represented by its legal representative pro tempore, who can be contacted to exercise 
the rights provided, including the right of access to data, as well as the rights to 
rectification, integration, and deletion. For the full privacy notice, please refer to: privacy 
policy (https://www.trentinoinnovation.eu/innovate/innovation-tools/ai-challenge/ai-
challenge-for-students/?lang=en). 

ART. 10 – AUTHORIZATION TO PUBLISH YOUR OWN IMAGE 

The Solvers grant HIT permission to publish their images in any form of media (including 
print, websites, and similar platforms) solely for the purpose of promoting and 
publicizing the Challenge. HIT agrees not to use any images in a manner that would 
infringe upon or compromise personal dignity, or for purposes other than those explicitly 
stated herein and/or contrary to legal regulations. 

ART. 11 – TREATMENT OF PRIZES 

The Initiative is to be considered to fall within the category "projects or studies in the 
commercial or industrial field, in which the awarding of the prize to the author of the 
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chosen work is in the nature of consideration for the performance of the work or 
represents the recognition of personal title of encouragement in the interest of the 
community pursuant to art. 6 Presidential Decree 26 October 2001, n. 430. 

ART. 12 – RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PROCEDURE 

The Head of the Procedure pursuant to the L.P. n. 23/1992 and s. m. e i.: ing. Luca Mion. 


